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  Eastleach Parish Council 
www.eastleachparishcouncil.org 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

417 
 

Minutes of the Eastleach Annual Parish Meeting 
 Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 10th April 2019. 

 
Present:  
Councillors: Pete McHugh (Chairman), Rick Whitley (Vice Chairman) Barbara Hann, David Jenkinson,  

       Claudia Norman, Stephen Wells. 
                      Ray Theodoulou, CDC & GCC Councillor  
                      Ann Tyldesley (Clerk and RFO)    Villagers: Eleven parishioners 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
Cllr P MCH received six apologies  
 

2. Adoption of the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 11th April 2018. 
The minutes had been previously circulated and displayed on the notice board in the bus 
shelter.  It was proposed by Cllr David Jenkinson and seconded by Cllr Barbara Hann that they 
be adopted. 
 

3. Gloucester County Councilor’s Report  & Cotswold District Council 
Raymond Theodoulou outlined the challenges facing both CDC and GCC 
 
Cotswold District Council (CDC) 
3.1 Budget - CDC budget is now finalised and there would be a 2% precept increase  for 

2019/20 

3.2 Car Parking - CDC plan to make provision for a new tier of parking at the Waterloo Car 
Park. 

3.3 Green Waste Issues - CDC is committed to bring its recycling activities in line with other 
local councils. This will include the collection and disposal of small electrical appliances and 
tetra packs. 

 Food waste will in future, be kept separate from general waste and garden bins. This will 
be adopted in November. 

A question was raised, from the floor, concerning food waste collected in this manner as it 
was not appropriate for small schools in the area. Cllr R T commented that this was a 
separate issue to household waste and that it should be taken up with CDC/GCC. 

3.4 CDC housing plan - Cllr R T stated that a major housing development of 2350 houses had 
been agreed for Chesterton, South Cirencester. This would take place over the next 20 
years. Infrastructure would be put in place including shops, surgeries, schools and roads. 
This development represents a 20% housing increase for Cirencester  and should satisfy 
the Governments quota for the area. 

 

Signed……………………………………………………….. 
Mr. Pete McHugh, Chairman 
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Gloucestershire County Council (GCC)                                         418 

3.5 Budget - although GCC had experienced a difficult year it did end the year within budget. 

3.6 Council Tax - GCC declared a Council tax rise of 4.99% with an additional 2% levy towards 
Social   Care. He reported that there had been an unprecedented rise concerning the 
numbers of children placed into Care and that an ever aging population was growing.  
These two areas alone represent over 60% of GCC total budget. He also showed concern 
that the current intake of social workers, to look after these areas, was proving 
challenging. 

3.5 Infrastructure - GCC approved £150m budget for infrastructure, over the next 5 years, to 
help improve the state of local roads.  Plans at the A417 pinch points were under 
consideration. 

3.6  New Waste Plant - Cllr R T informed the floor that the Waste Plant at Javelin Park is due 
to open May/June 2019. 

3.7 New Highways contractor - GCC has appointed Ringway as its agent for Highways. 

3.8 Schools - a £120m budget has been granted for renovation/new schools including work at 
Fairford. 

Cllr P McH thanked Cllr R T for seeking financial support from both CDC and GCC for the Eastleach 
Playground. 

4 Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman’s Annual Report is attached. 
Cllr R W formally thanked the Chairman for his continued hard work for Eastleach Parish 
Council. 
 

5 Responsible Financial Officer’s Report 
The RFO’s Report is attached. 
 

6.      Ernest Cook Trust – guest speaker, Mr. Nick Lawson – ECT Trainee Estate Manager  
Cllr P Mc Hugh introduced Mr. Nick Lawson, who gave a presentation on: 
 “Living in Harmony with the Environment”. Mr. Lawson detailed the serious implications of 
irresponsible dog owners, walking dogs in the fields who allow their dogs to defecate and fail 
to pick it up.  
Local farmers have seen an increase from 15 calf abortions last year rising to 20 this year.  
This is the result of a parasite, Neospora, which dogs can pick up from eating wildlife or raw 
meat and is more likely to occur in puppies or young dogs.  Once the cow eats the dog’s 
faeces, the parasites multiply with no apparent effects on the cow which continues to appear 
heathy. However, during pregnancy, the parasite re-activates and travels to the placenta of 
the unborn calf resulting in an infected cow aborting its calf. 
He stressed it is necessary to:  
1.  Prevent dogs from eating dead calves, placenta or raw meat when in the fields 
2. Not to allow dogs to defecate in areas where cattle, food and water can become 

contaminated. 
3. Pick up the dog’s faeces from the fields and dispose in the bins around the village. 
4. Do not leave dog faeces on footpaths which also a present a risk. 
Cllr P McH thanked Mr. Lawson for his presentation. 
The clerk agreed to place information onto the website, concerning Neospora and its effects. 
 

Signed……………………………………………………….. 
Mr. Pete McHugh, Chairman 



Page 3 of 3 

 

 
6 Planning Applications         419 

None 
 

7 Questions from the floor on other matters 
7.5 Poor show of Daffodils this spring 
Concern was shown, by Parishioners, regarding the poor show of daffodils throughout the 
village this year.  Cllr D J said that many of the bulbs were planted over 30 years ago. It was 
agreed that it would be beneficial if the bulbs were lifted and separated, in the spring, to 
encourage new growth.  
Cllr P Mc H suggested a call for volunteers to form a working party to carry out the task. 
 
7.6 Dog Fouling 
Irresponsible dog owners, failing to pick up after their dogs, were another concern.  
Cllr P Mc H stated that although two new bins had been installed in the village during 2018, if 
it was deemed appropriate then EPC would consider the purchase and installation of a third 
bin.  
Although dog bags and scoops had been provided at various vantage points around the 
village, bags were still being left behind and dogs allowed to foul in the fields by their owners. 
Nick kindly agreed to fund dog bag dispensers. 
 
A suggestion was made to Nick Lawson, training estate manager ECT that perhaps a dedicated 
field could be granted by ECT whereby dogs could be let to run. If granted, dogs would be 
required to remain on the lead in other fields to prevent dog fouling being missed by their 
owners.  

 
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting ended at 9.00.p.m.  

 
The date of the next Annual Parish Meeting: 

Wednesday 8h April 2020 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………………….. 
Mr. Pete McHugh, Chairman 


