
EASTLEACH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 18th June 2024 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllr Jane Fenton, Cllr Fiona Jacovides, Cllr Tim Jeans (Chair)

In attendance: District Cllr David Fowles, Catherine Morgan (Clerk), Andrew Cooper
(AC, River Warden), Tim Lawson (TL) & Roger Sutcliffe (RS)

037 24/25 Apologies for absence
Received from Cllr Matthew Hanson.

038 24/25 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda
No pecuniary interests declared. However, Cllr Jacovides highlighted that she was one of

the signatories on the complaint to the Ombudsman regarding the CDC handling of the

original planning application for Monks Cottage 22/02291/FUL. Cllr Jeans also

commented on the fact that he was a non-objector at the village meeting regarding this

planning application.

039 24/25 To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on
21st May 2024.

The minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2024 were approved as an accurate record.

Actions outstanding:

1. Submit VAT claim to HMRC. ACTION: Clerk

2. Review and circulate current website costs. ACTION: Clerk

3. Investigate bus shelter ownership/responsibility. ACTION: Clerk

4. Planning application 24/01158/FUL for Blue Barn - Cllr Fowles sent an email to

clarify the “part retrospective” aspect of this planning application, but received

no reply so will follow up on it. ACTION: Cllr Fowles.

5. Poor condition of footpath by river. ACTION: District Cllr Fowles to speak to his

colleagues regarding responsibilities on this. ACTION: Clerk to send new pics to

Cllr Fowles. Andrew Cooper suggested asking them to provide a reference map of

their area of responsibility with respect to this footpath. ACTION: Clerk to share

the PC land map and the ECT land map with Andrew and Cllr Fowles.

6. Tree watering - Cllr Fenton had circulated a plan for this but to be deferred to

next meeting. ACTION: Clerk to add to next agenda.

7. Defibrillator (item 031 24/25 in previous minutes). ACTION: District Cllr Fowles

to share contact details of Stephen Andrews with Cllr Fenton. Otherwise defer to

next meeting. ACTION: Clerk to add to next agenda.

8. Rospa playground inspection - still waiting on this. ACTION: Clerk to chase.



040 24/25 To agree to adjourn the meeting for Public Participation, if members
of the public are present - there is a 10 minute time limit

A member of the public expressed concern regarding the erosion of the Village Green

near Nos. 50 & 51 due to vehicular passage here. Cllr Jacovides highlighted that the

original greens map shows a track here. It was RESOLVED to check the access rights here.

ACTION: Clerk to consult Land Registry to clarify this.

041 24/25 To agree to reconvene the meeting following Public Participation, if
applicable.

Agreed.

042 24/25 To consider and agree priorities for protection of the willow tree
during Monks Cottage construction project

TL highlighted the comments he had submitted on behalf of the PCC on the CDC

website, especially that vehicular traffic should not pass within 2.5m of the church

buildings and walls (due to the potential damage from vibrations). Cllr Jeans agreed with

this stipulation. TL also reiterated the comments he had previously made in an email to

the PC suggesting that as the PC is the landowner of the willow tree, they can have a

degree of leverage with respect to condition 19 of the planning permission. He is

particularly concerned about the duration of the project and has suggested that any

permission granted to install fencing around the willow tree should come with a licence

fee, should be time-limited and should carry a financial penalty for overrunning.

Cllr Jeans shared that the PC has sought further advice from both a lawyer (who would

charge £350 ph for any work) and from GAPTC (who advised that whilst the PC does

have the powers to implement a licence fee and/or financial penalties as part of the

permission, it should be circumspect about doing so given the broader ramifications for

the Parish) . Cllr Jeans expressed concern that any financial penalties would ultimately

be passed straight onto the applicant.

There was some discussion regarding the nature of the tree protection that might be

installed. It was acknowledged that this would need to be as per the original planning

permission, 22/02291/FUL condition 19, which stated that it must be in accordance with

BS5837:2012 - ‘Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction -

recommendations’. TL suggested that any fencing should carry an image of the obscured

willow tree. Cllr Jeans confirmed that the PC will discuss all these issues with the

developer.

TL suggested that the developer would be expecting a legally drawn up licence and

believes anything less formal than this - eg a letter of intent - would not be enforceable.

He is in favour of the PC seeking a quote and terms of business from a lawyer for this

work and then seeking agreement from the applicant to cover the costs of this.



RS stated that the planning variation application should be objected to in the strongest

terms, that it is actually a new design application by another name and that, as he feels

the original permission should not have been granted, if the variation is not permitted it

would prevent the project from going ahead altogether. TL disagreed as he believes the

planning variation is minor so will not have this impact. On careful study of the plans,

Cllr Javocides also felt that the variation would not cause a greater impact on the Parish

than the original submission.

Cllr Jacovides highlighted that a second triangle of Village Green land would need to be

used for the new proposed access, so the licence would need to include making good on

this area.

Cllr Jeans confirmed that the PC is organising a meeting with the developer and thanked

TL and RS for their input on this matter.

043 24/25 Chairman’s Announcements
Cllr Jeans invited Andrew Cooper, River Warden, to present his recent work regarding

the river. AC highlighted that the first steps should be establishing the terms of reference

for this work including mapping both the physical area in questions as well as the

stakeholders involved. Once this is complete he would be in a position to assist the PC in

prioritising the issues and packaging the river into different zones with regards to

different policies.

AC shared a draft document (the River Leach Handbook), which will act as a ‘live’

document for this work to be continually developed.

ACTION: Clerk to source information for the mapping.

ACTION: Clerk to include river in next agenda depending on progress in next couple of

weeks.

044 24/25 To receive report from District/County Cllr
District Cllr Fowles delivered an informal report as the upcoming elections have changed

the landscape of the work of the District Council. There are six councillors standing for

North Cotswold, in which Eastleach is located. He commented on this being the first

election since the new division of North Cotswold and South Cotswold and that, for

some wards, the local candidates will have changed due to the wards being reassigned.

Finance

045 24/25 To approve schedule of payments
The schedule of payments, circulated before the meeting, was considered. The total

direct debits (£380.27), which are automatically paid, and the total payments due

(£2465.92) were approved. Prior to the meeting Cllr Fenton had checked the invoices

and confirmed the accuracy of these on the schedule of payments.

046 24/25 To consider and agree current budget



The updated budget, circulated before the meeting, was considered. With the addition

of £200 towards the defibrillator, the updated budget, of £16,208, was approved.

Planning

047 24/25 To receive Decision Notices
None

048 24/25 To consider and agree NEW Planning Applications

24/01323/FUL Variation of conditions 2 (approved plans), 4 (sample materials), 7
(design details), and 12 (in accordance with CMP) of permission 22/02291/FUL - Change
of land use from agricultural to residential; erection of 2no. detached buildings and
engineering works to provide an indoor/outdoor pool house and sauna; conversion,
extension and alteration of 4no. existing detached barns to provide ancillary
accommodation, yoga studio, music studio and home gym; erection of garage extension
to form a carport and associated demolition, access and landscaping works (part
retrospective).
Monks Cottage Eastleach GL7 3NQ

After lengthy discussion it was RESOLVED to submit a response to this application,
drawing on the comments made in the meeting, but that the PC would need to further
discuss the details of this. ACTION: Cllr Jacovides to draft response and circulate to
other councillors.

Other Matters

049 24/25 Finalise newsletter

The purpose of the newsletter was discussed. In light of the reinstatement of the Village

email list for news bulletins, in addition to the excellent coverage of broader news by

CHEQS and on Facebook, it was RESOLVED to limit the PC Newsletter to Council news only.

The Clerk confirmed that local resident, Andrew Hill, had shared some of his

photographs of the Parish and agreed their use in the PC Newsletter and website.

ACTION: Clerk to finalise email version of newsletter for publication by 30th June.

050 24/25 Consider and agree new biodiversity action plan

It was agreed that, like the River Leach Handbook, this should be a live document and

that the two documents should be developed in tandem. Therefore, it was RESOLVED to

defer further discussion on this to the next meeting when further progress has been

made on the river work.

051 24/25 Consider and agree plan for goal post replacement
It was agreed that Cllr Hanson would have most to contribute on this therefore should

be deferred to the next meeting. ACTION: Cllr Jeans to contact Cllr Hanson about this.

052 24/25 Review grass cutting



Feedback was received on the Village Greens are not looking very tidy at the moment.

This is likely due to the current weather conditions resulting in rapid growth but perhaps

the frequency of cutting could be adjusted or grass collection could be considered.

ACTION: Clerk to discuss with contractor.

Cllr Jacovides suggested that it would be useful to invite the County Council highways

representative for a walkabout to discuss the areas of grass that are CC responsibility, in

addition to the current condition of the roads. ACTION: Clerk to arrange meeting

between CC Highways representative and Cllr Jacovides.

053 24/25 Update on ECT
No response has been received from ECT to the letter dated 1st December 2023.

ACTION: Clerk to follow up on this.

054 24/25 Agree plan for tree watering/maintenance

Due to time constraints, it was RESOLVED to defer this item to the next meeting.

055 24/25 Identify means of addressing fly tipping on the field

Other than paying for the waste to be removed, and potentially changing the lock on the

access to the field, no further ideas were forthcoming on this issue.

ACTION: Clerk to arrange quotes for removal. Cllr Fenton offered to facilitate this on site.

056 24/25 Consider and agree new Privacy Policy

Approved.

057 24/25 Identify means of finding additional Councillors

A request for additional councillors will be included in the next newsletter, and the

existing councillors will continue to encourage new people via word of mouth.

Cllr Fowles suggested that, as someone living within three miles of the parish could

stand as a councillor, it might be worth contacting the Chair of the Southrop Parish

Council for suggestions as they currently have a full complement of councillors.

ACTION: Cllr Jeans to make contact.

It was suggested that we might publish a request for additional councillors in the newly

reinstated Parish email.

ACTION: Fiona to draft and circulate proposal for this.

058 24/25 Playing field padlock combination - who needs to know this

number/should it be changed?

Due to time constraints, it was RESOLVED to defer this item to the next meeting.

059 24/25 Anything the Chair considers urgent
None

Upcoming Meetings:
Tuesday 16th July



Tuesday 17th September

There being no further matters the meeting closed at 9:30pm.

……………………………….Chairman

………………………….2024


