EASTLEACH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting
Held on Tuesday 29" July 2024 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllr Tim Jeans (Chair), Cllr Jane Fenton, ClIr Fiona Jacovides, Clir Matt
Hanson

In attendance: Catherine Morgan (Clerk), No Members of the Public

060 24/25 Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from District Clir Fowles.

061 24/25 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda
No interests were declared.

062 24/25 To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on
18t June 2024.
The minutes of the meeting held on 18™ June 2024 were approved as an accurate
record.

Actions outstanding:

1. (016 24/25) Submit VAT claim to HMRC. The Clerk reported that a claim for
£2071.65 had been submitted and received.
2. (019 24/25) Review and circulate current website costs. The Clerk reported

that the contract term ends in August and, with the end of the cost of the four
redundant email addresses, the monthly payment for website, mailboxes and

cloud storage will be £91. This still seems high as a proportion of the Council’s
budget. It was resolved to review this in detail in October in time for

budgeting for 2025/2026.

3. (022 24/25) Investigate bus shelter ownership/responsibility. The Clerk
circulated a briefing note regarding this.

4, Poor condition of footpath by river. ACTION: Clerk to add the River Handbook

to the September agenda and include this.

063 24/25 To agree to adjourn the meeting for Public Participation, if members of
the public are present - there is a 10 minute time limit
N/A as no members of the public present.

064 24/25 To agree to reconvene the meeting following Public Participation, if
applicable.
N/A

065 24/25 Chairman’s Announcements



None.

066 24/25 To receive report from District/County Clir

The July report for the Coln Valley Ward, previously submitted by District Clir Fowles,
can be viewed in full here:

https://eastleachparishcouncil.org/cdc-news/

Finance

067 24/25 To approve schedule of payments

The schedule of payments, circulated before the meeting, was considered. The total
direct debits (£127.70), which are automatically paid, and the total payments due
(£1768.25) were approved. Prior to the meeting ClIr Fenton had checked the invoices
and confirmed the accuracy of these on the schedule of payments.

068 24/25 To approve cashbook and reconciliation
The cashbook and reconciliation were approved.

069 24/25 To consider and agree current status of budget

The current budget forecast for 2024-2025 is £15,814 compared to an original budget of
£16,008 and a precept of £16,000. This does not include the £2000 received from ECT
towards grass cutting.

Planning

070 24/25 To receive Decision Notices
24/00959/FUL Construction of outdoor swimming pool and erection of summerhouse.
The Old Rectory Locombe Hill Eastleach Martin GL7 3NW PERMITTED

24/01164/LBC Re-positioning of rear door to side elevation (part retrospective)
The Old Rectory Locombe Hill Eastleach Martin GL7 3NW PERMITTED

24/01152/COMPLY Compliance with Condition 7 (Design details) of planning permission
23/04017/FUL and Conditions 6 (Method statement) and 8 (Design details) of listed
building consent 23/04018/LBC - Internal and external alterations to semi-detached
cottages (and garage) to form a single dwelling, including formation of a new internal
opening and alterations to the existing fenestration, staircase, fireplace, floor/site levels
and associated works.

38 & 39 Eastleach GL7 3NQ PERMITTED

071 24/25 To consider and agree new planning applications
24/01473/FUL Installation of new gates and widening of existing driveway at the main
(eastern) entrance to the property and creation of bin store. Installation of replacement

gates and boundary treatment to south eastern entrance.
Baxters Farm, Fyfield GL7 3NS

No comments required.


https://eastleachparishcouncil.org/cdc-news/

24/01941/FUL Proposed reinstatement of stone boundary wall.
51 Eastleach Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 3NQ

Concerns were raised regarding the transportation and storage of materials for this
work as the Village Green shouldn’t be used for access. Action: Clir Jacovides to draft
and circulate a response to the application raising these concerns.

24/01158/FUL Variation of conditions 2 (Approved plans) 4 (Sample Materials) and 5
(sample panels) and discharge of conditions 3A (window design details), 3B (door design
details), 3C (louvres), 3D (rainwater goods), 4A (samples), and 5B (sample panels) of
permission

Blue Barn, Eastleach Martin GL7 3NW

Action: Cllr Fenton to review associated documents and to share conclusions with the
rest of the Council.

24/02020/COMPLY Compliance with condition 3 (sample materials) and Condition 4
(sample panel) of permission 23/03545/FUL - Erection of a single storey side extension
Baytree Cottage, Eastleach GL7 3NL

No comments required.
Other Matters

072 24/25 Review grass cutting and meeting with GCC on this issue

Cllr Jacovides reminded the Council that the Summer Fete is taking place on Saturday
24th August and that the grass, especially on the playing field, needs to be cut for this.
Action: Clerk to check with councillors how grass is looking leading up to the event.
Action: Clerk to then speak to Willow Gardening Services with a reminder of this extra
cut and to request a grass collection on the field, if deemed necessary.

A number of areas of grass in the Parish are not currently being cut and are looking
scruffy. Action: Cllr Jacovides to raise issue during her GCC Highways meeting.

073 24/25 Update on ECT
The Parish Council has received a letter from the Ernest Cook Trust (dated 12th July
2024) with an update on their activities in the Parish.

There was discussion about the contents of the letter and whether it would be in the
interests of the Parish to make it public. Concern was raised that by publishing the letter
as it stands, it could infringe confidentiality of some of the residents/properties referred
to in the letter. It was resolved that, as the PC has made a commitment to the Parish to
proactively convey whatever information it receives from ECT, where it can, then the PC
will publish the letter on its website according to the following:



Action: ClIr Fenton to draft a request for written permission from the parishioners
referenced in the letter to give their approval for its publication.

Action: ClIr Jacovides to share the above request with the parishioners and to obtain
the permission.

Action: ClIr Jeans to inform Michael Birnie (Property Director ECT) that the letter will be
published on the website (assuming permission is received from everyone).

Action: Clerk to then publish the letter on the PC website.

074 24/25 Agree plan for tree watering/maintenance of trees

It was resolved to adopt the plan for watering and maintenance of the recently planted
trees, kindly drafted by Clir Fenton. Action: Cllr Hanson to assume responsibility for the
implementation of the plan.

075 24/25 Identify means of addressing fly tipping on the field
Action: Clerk to submit the what3words locations for the two areas of fly tipping on the
GCC website to request their removal.

076 24/25 Playing field padlock combination - who needs to know this
number/should it be changed?

It was resolved to change the padlock combination after the Summer Fete and to share

the new number with the PC, the grass-cutting contractor and the Village Hall (for both

the Summer Fete and the Frolics).

Action: Cllr Hanson to select a new combination, to change the padlock after the

Summer Fete and to share the new combination with the Clerk, who will pass onto the

above interested parties.

077 24/25 Consider and agree plan for goal post replacement

Cllr Hanson reported that based on investigations at the end of last year, the costs for
new goalposts would be in the region of £600 for fixed posts and £180 for smaller,
moveable posts.

There was discussion about the potential for seeking funding for this. As the goalposts
on their own might not be an attractive proposal for funding, it was resolved to combine
this area of the playing field with the improvements required for the playground (see
minute 078 24/25).

Cllr Fenton suggested that a local parishioner (Richard Ebbsworth) would likely be able
to dispose of the metal components of the existing goal posts, once they are removed.

078 24/25 Review ROSPA playground inspection report

The recent ROSPA playground inspection report raised a number of issues in the
playground including a broken bench that needs removing/replacing and an inadequate
qguantity of bark chippings.

It was resolved to remove the bench before the Summer Fete on 24th August. Action:
Cllr Jacovides to ask a local farmer for help with the removal of the bench. Otherwise,
Action: Cllr Hanson to address the matter..



Action: Clerk to obtain a quote for addressing the playground and goal posts as a basis
for making a grant application. Action: Clerk to review the results of the survey last year
to understand the Parish’s preferences around these facilities.

079 24/25 Arrange meeting with GRCC to receive initial feedback on housing
survey.

Action: Clerk to arrange a public meeting on 3rd or 4th September for GRCC to present

the results of the Housing Needs Survey.

Action: Clerk to arrange short, online meeting with GRCC on 27th or 29th August for

GRCC to brief the PC before the public meeting.

080 24/25 Consider and agree roles & responsibilities of Clerk & Councillors
Due to time constraints, it was resolved to defer this item to the next meeting.

081 24/25 Consider and agree licence to erect fencing on Village Green for Monks
Cottage project

A new traffic management plan had been submitted on the CDC website but the PC

hadn’t been notified of this. Action: Cllr Jacovides to draft and circulate a response to

this.

There was lengthy discussion as to whether the PC should consult a solicitor regarding
this Licence. It was resolved to not follow this course of action. Action: Clerk to draft
licence using advice received from Gloucestershire Association of Parish and Town
Councils.

It had been suggested by a resident that the PC takes some responsibility for the vacant
Bridge Cottage with regards to this project. It was resolved that this is not a reasonable
responsibility to adopt by the PC.

082 24/25 Defibrillator - Consider and agree whether to provide pads for children
and potential other sources of funding for it

Cllr Fenton spoke to Stephen Andrews regarding this and established that it is unlikely
that the CPR Group would adopt the Eastleach defibrillator. Therefore the PC needs to
continue funding and managing this.

Cllr Hanson advised that whilst it is possible to use adult pads for children, it is
preferable to use designed-for-purpose children’s pads. It was also highlighted that
children falling into rivers is often a cause of a need for using a defibrillator on children.
As the River Leach is a dominant feature of Eastleach, it was resolved to ensure that
children’s pads are provided with the defibrillator. Action: Clerk to order children’s
pads.



083 24/25 Consider and agree whether to publish Village Greens document on
website

It was resolved to publish this document on the website and to include a summary in

the next newsletter, primarily to remind residents not to park on the Village Greens.

Action: ClIr Fenton to update document with respect to the ECT elements.
Action: Cllr Fenton to include in summary in the next newsletter.
Action: Clerk to publish updated document on website.

084 24/25 Address Green erosion near nos 50 & 51
The Clerk reported that the Land Registry did not yield any useful details on this.

Action: ClIr Jacovides to ask ECT whether they have any documentation of rights of way
in this location when contacting them regarding the No. 51 planning application.

085 24/25 Anything the Chair considers urgent

Upcoming Meetings:
Tuesday 17t September

There being no further matters the meeting closed at 9:00pm.
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