EASTLEACH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Tuesday 14" January 2025 at 6:30pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllr Tim Jeans (Chair), Cllr Jane Fenton, Clir Fiona Jacovides, Clir Julia McLellan,
District Cllr David Fowles

In attendance: Catherine Morgan (Clerk), 7 Members of the Public

161 24/25 Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Matt Hanson and Clir Richard Ebsworth.

162 24/25 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda
No interests were declared.

163 24/25 To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 18"
November 2024.

The minutes of the meeting held on 18™ November 2024 were approved as an accurate record.

Outstanding actions included:

1. 152 24/25 Agree next steps on Housing Need Survey
Action: ClIr Fenton to contact Easington, who have been through the process of setting
up a Community Land Trust, following the meeting with ECT/GRCC
2. 130 24/25 Goal post/playground grant application
Action: Cllr Ebsworth to remove existing goalposts. Action: Clir Jacovides to follow up.
3. 140 24/25 Chairman’s Announcements
District Cllr Fowles asked whether the Monks Cottage project has any Community
Infrastructure Levy associated with it. The Clerk confirmed that it did not.
4. 141 24/25 To receive report from District/County Clir
District Cllr Fowles to speak to County Cllr Dom Morris re attending a meeting in March
and/or Annual Parish Meeting in April. Action: District Clir Fowles

164 24/25 To agree to adjourn the meeting for Public Participation, if members of the
public are present - there is a 10 minute time limit

A member of the public wished to commemorate that in 1895 the Parish Council held its first

meeting in the Village Hall.

A member of the public queried the doubling of council tax on second homes. Action: Clir
Fowles to look into what happens to this extra tax and the mechanism by which GCC will

identify what counts as a second home.

165 24/25 To agree to reconvene the meeting following Public Participation, if applicable
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Agreed.

166 24/25 Chairman’s Announcements

On Saturday 11" January the Chair met with the Parochial Church Council and agreed that the
PC would hold off with the willow tree fencing licence until the PCC has had the opportunity to
meet with the developer themselves.

The Chair confirmed that he had spoken with a representative of Monks Cottage regarding a
potential donation to the village in view of their upcoming construction works and was waiting
for a reponse.

167 24/25 To receive report from District/County Clir
The January report for the Coln Valley Ward, previously submitted by District Clir Fowles, can
be viewed in full here: https://eastleachparishcouncil.org/cdc-news/

Finance

168 24/25 To approve schedule of payments including amended schedule from November
The schedule of payments was circulated before the meeting and all invoices listed have been
examined, verified and certified by ClIr Fenton and authorised by Clir Jacovides. The total direct
debits (£218.00), which are automatically paid, and the total payments already authorised
(£1804.40) were approved.

The amended payment schedule for November, which was amended due to an error in the
text, was approved. The total of total direct debits (£91.00) and payments to be made (£575.40)
remained unchanged and the correct payments were made at the time.

Proposed Clir Jeans, Seconded ClIr Fenton

169 24/25 To approve cashbook and reconciliation
The cashbook and reconciliation were approved.
Proposed Clir Jeans, Seconded Clir Fenton

170 24/25 To consider and agree current status of budget

The current budget forecast for 2024-2025 was £15,717.73 compared to an original budget of
£16,008 and a precept of £16,000. This did not include the £2000 received from ECT towards
grass cutting.

171 24/25 To consider and agree budget 2025-2026
A budget of £16,377 was agreed.

Approved Proposed ClIr Jacovides, Seconded McClellan

172 24/25 To consider and agree precept 2025-2026
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After lengthy discussion, a precept of £17,196 was agreed in order to meet the budget and
allow for a 5% contingency. This equates to a 4.37% increase on last year’s precept.
Approved Proposed ClIr Jacovides, Seconded McClellan.

Planning
173 24/25 To receive decision notices

24/03328/LBC Replace existing barn roller door with hardwood side hung doors and extended
supporting framework. (Application permit)
The Old Rectory Locombe Hill, Eastleach Martin GL7 3NW

24/01941/FUL Reinstatement of stone boundary wall. (Application permit)
51 Eastleach GL7 3NQ

174 24/25 To consider and agree new planning applications
None
Other Matters

175 24/25 Update on grass cutting
The tender deadline for the grass cutting contract was 17th January 2025.

176 24/25 Update on ECT
A request of £2.5k contribution towards grass cutting had been submitted to ECT.

ECT had requested to use a Village Green as a holding pen for works to be carried out on No. 50
Eastleach and needed to seek a licence from the PC for this.

177 24/25 Update on Housing Needs Survey Meeting

A meeting with ECT/GRCC was planned for 315t January.

Action: ClIr Jeans to speak to Barbara Pond @ GRCC to confirm this
Action: Clerk to share contact details of Barbara Pond with Chair

178 24/25 Update on goal posts & playground bark chippings

Cllr McLellan received three quotes for replacing bark chippings and repairing membrane, the
lowest being £8k from Macventure who have previously supplied chippings. It was RESOLVED to
accept the Macventure quote and to proceed with replacing the bark chippings. The cost of this
could be covered by the remaining Bazley find but different ideas were discussed for potentially
sourcing grant funding.

Action: Clir McLellan to research grant funding and to instruct Macventure

179 24/25 Agree next steps on Parish Plan
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Clir Jacovides proposed setting up a community engagement event to elicit input from the
Parish on the Parish Plan, perhaps on a Saturday morning. It was RESOLVED to go ahead with
this.

Action: ClIr Jacovides to organise Parish Plan event

180 24/25 Village Hall — status of ongoing management and potential fundraising

Helen Wade (Village Hall Chairperson) was unfortunately unable to attend the meeting but
circulated documents relating to the current status of the Village Hall beforehand. It was
RESOLVED that the PC would send a representative to the Village Hall AGM on 8t April 2025 to
better understand how the PC could support the Village Hall committee.

Clir Jacovides suggested creating a distinct group to work on this, such as a sub-committee or
working party, and queried whether the PC’s standing orders would need to be modified to
allow for this.

Action: Clerk to make recommendation

181 24/25 Update on identifying trees for which the PC is responsible
Thie was deferred to the next meeting due to time constraints.

182 24/25 Review and update vexatious policy
It was RESOLVED to adopt updated Vexatious Policy, which was circulated prior to the meeting.

183 24/25 Review and update code of conduct
It was RESOLVED to adopt updated Code of Conduct, which was circulated prior to the meeting.

184 24/25 Identify means of addressing dog fouling in Parish
Clir Jacovides reported that since putting up signage in the churchyard the dog fouling has
reduced.

It was noted that one of the dog bins didn’t get emptied regularly.

Action: Clir Fenton to share the w3w for this bin with the Clerk.

Action: Clerk to report this to CDC.

Action: ClIr Fenton to include a graphic in the next newsletter highlighting the locations of all
the bins.

185 24/25 Identify means of removing fly tipped waste on playing field

Cllr Jacovides reported that the large heap of waste behind the newly planted trees comprises
green waste and a table top, the latter of which she kindly offered to deal with herself. As this is
not a prominent location, and natural materials, it was RESOLVED to allow the green waste to
rot down over time. Action: Cllr Jacovides to remove and dispose of table top.
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As per minute 160 24/25, a letter now needs to be written to the resident responsible for the
new pile of fly tipped waste on the playing field, formally requesting its removal.
Action: Clerk to write a letter, which Clir Fenton will hand deliver.

The Annual Village Clear Up was discussed. Action: Clir Jacovides to ask last year’s organiser,
Robert Clegg, whether he intends to do so again this year.

186 24/25 Anything the Chair considers urgent
N/A

Upcoming Meetings:

11th March

15th April - Annual Parish Meeting

13th May - Annual Parish Council Meeting
15th July

There being no further matters the meeting closed at 9:15pm.

..................................... Chairman
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