
 

Eastleach Parish Council 
www.eastleachparishcouncil.org 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Tuesday 15
th
 July 2025 at 6:30pm in the Village Hall 

 

Present:​ Cllr Tim Jeans (Chair), Cllr Fiona Jacovides, Cllr Julia McLellan, District Cllr David 

Fowles 

 

In attendance: Catherine Morgan (Clerk), 3 Members of the Public 

 

038 25/26​ Apologies for absence    

Apologies were received from Cllr Jane Fenton and Cllr Richard Ebsworth. 

 

039 25/26​ Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda  

Cllr Jacovides’ business had sponsored Michael Birnie (ECT) for a 24hr bike ride for the Hatherop 

School. 

 

040 25/26​ To approve the Minutes of the Council meeting held on the 13th May 2025  

The minutes of the meeting held on 13
th
 May 2025 were approved as an accurate record. 

 

041 25/26​ To agree to adjourn the meeting for Public Participation, if members of the 

public are present - there is a 10 minute time limit  

  

Robert Clegg gave an update on the activities of the Village Hall, which included the need for more 

storage space, thus the garage being offered for rent by ECT (agenda item 069 25/26) might be of 

interest. 

 

Action: Cllr Jeans would speak to ECT to make them aware that the Village Hall were interested in 

taking this on.  

 

A member of the public extended thanks to the Parish Council for the quality of the grass cutting in 

the Parish, in addition to the replacement of the wood chippings in the playground. 

 

042 25/26​ To agree to reconvene the meeting following Public Participation, if applicable 

Agreed.  All members of the public left at this point. 

 

043 25/26​ Chairman’s Report   

Items all addressed elsewhere in the minutes. 

 

044 25/26​ To receive report from District/County Cllr  

The July report for the Coln Valley Ward, previously submitted by District Cllr Fowles, can be 

viewed in full here: https://eastleachparishcouncil.org/cdc-news/ 
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RFO’s Report 
 

045 25/26​ To approve schedule of payments 

The following payment schedule was approved. 

 

 
 
The following receipts were noted: 

Wood chippings grant from Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association £1100  

 

046 25/26​ To approve cashbook and reconciliation 

The cashbook and reconciliation is appended to these minutes. 

 

The balances of the bank accounts were noted as: 

Treasurers a/c £19,912.50 

Bazley a/c £3,050.51 

 

047 25/26​ To consider and agree status of budget 

The budget is appended to these minutes. 
 

048 25/26​ To receive notice of Lloyds Bank new service charge of £4.25 per month 

Lloyds Bank had changed their terms of service, which meant a service charge of £4.25 per month 

would need to be paid. As there were not many banking options with free dual-authorisation 

accounts available, and those that existed were anticipated to follow suit, it was RESOLVED to 

accept this change. 
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Clerk’s Report 

 

049 25/26 ​ To consider and agree Fixed Asset Register 

It was RESOLVED to adopt the Fixed Asset Register. 
 

050 25/26 ​ To consider and adopt Internal Financial Control Policy 

It was RESOLVED to adopt the Financial Control Policy. 

 

051 25/26 ​ To consider and adopt Complaints Procedure 

It was RESOLVED to adopt the Complaints Procedure. 

 

052 25/26 ​ To consider and adopt IT Policy 

It was RESOLVED to adopt the IT Policy. 
 

053 25/26 ​ To determine the time and place of ordinary meetings of the Council up to and 

including the next Annual Meeting of the Council. 

In addition to the meetings already scheduled for 9th September and 11th November it was 

RESOLVED to hold meetings on the following dates: 

 

13
th
 January 

3
rd
 March 

14
th
 April – Annual Parish Meeting 

12
th
 May – Annual Parish Council Meeting 

 

054 25/26 ​ To agree whether to fund Clerk to attend OALC Talking Tables day 

It was RESOLVED to fund this training day, costing £30 + VAT. 
 

Planning 

 

055 25/26​ To receive Decision Notices 

 

25/01859/TCONR Rowan tree by boundary wall has fungus. One trunk dead and rest of tree shows 

sign of infection. 12 Eastleach GL7 3NQ. No objection. 

 

056 25/26​ To consider and agree NEW Planning Applications 

 

25/01774/TCONR G1 Willows - pollard back to old points, T1 Cypress x2 – fell, H1 Privet hedge - 

fell, H2 Copper Beech hedge – fell, T2 Pine – fell, T3 Cypress – fell, H3 Yew topiary x4​
- dig out & relocate. Bridge Cottage Eastleach GL7 3NQ  

 

There were no objections or comments from the Parish Council.  

 

Other Matters 

 

057 25/26​ To discuss first draft of Parish Plan and agree next steps 

The first draft of the Parish Plan had been circulated before the meeting. It was RESOLVED to 

review and develop the first draft with a view to adopting the second draft at the next meeting.  

 
058 25/26​ Discuss and agree steps to establish ownership of The Pound 

A member of the public had submitted a complaint to the Parish Council regarding trees 

overhanging Blunts Hay, at least some of which were located in The Pound.  
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District Cllr Fowles suggested that in the case of land that is not documented, Cotswold District 

Council would be able to step in. However, starting that process via the CDC website would cost 

£800.  

 

Action: District Cllr Fowles to investigate whether there are circumstances where this fee could be 

bypassed. 

 

It was RESOLVED to advise the member of the public to ensure they have a well-documented trail of 

actions already taken to resolve this, as Cotswold District Council might then be able to intervene. 

Additionally, the Citizens Advice Bureau may prove a useful source of information. 

 

Action: Clerk to respond to member of the public as detailed above. 

 

Regarding ownership of The Pound, the Parish Council had requested evidence of the title deeds for 

this land from No. 1 Eastleach. Should the deeds not be forthcoming by 1st August 2025, it was 

RESOLVED that a solicitor would be instructed to pursue this matter further. 

 

A member of the public had submitted an offer to the Parish Council to anonymously contribute to 

the costs of any legal advice required in this matter. It was RESOLVED that it would not be 

appropriate for the PC to accept donations for this type of issue.  

 

Action: Clerk to express thanks but to decline donation from member of the public. 

 
059 25/26​ Agree means of identifying trees for which the PC is responsible and plan for 

their maintenance 

 

It was agreed that the Parish Council should take responsibility for trees on Village Green land.  

 

Trees that were believed to be in urgent need of attention: 

Dead tree at edge of the playground needed removing.  

Two trees on Village Greens opposite war memorial needed cutting back 

Two dead trees at the bottom of Locombe Hill needed removing. 

 

Action: Cllr Jacovides to identify the w3w locations for these five trees and to submit an 

application for permission for this work to Cotswold District Council. 

 

Action: Cllr Jeans to again endeavour to contact the CDC tree officer to establish whether the two 

dead trees are the County Council’s responsibility.  

 

060 25/26​ To receive an update on ECT 

The Chair reported that it had been confirmed that the sale of 34 Eastleach had fallen through, so 

the property would be going back on the market. ECT were in the process of reviewing a number of 

offers received for 29 Eastleach.  

 

GRCC had confirmed that they had met with ECT, who continued to show interest in supporting the 

work coming out of the Housing Needs Survey, but that Bromford had stated that they will not be 

involved. Three other housing associations had expressed an interest: English Rural Housing, Two 

Rivers Housing and Platform Housing Group. GRCC advised that the next step would be to conduct a 

walkabout in the Parish with CDC to identify viable pieces of land for affordable housing. 

 

Action: District Cllr Fowles to connect Clerk with the CDC Strategic Housing Officer, 

 

Action: Clerk to then organise a walkabout between PC, CDC and GRCC. 

 

061 25/26​ To review grass cutting arrangements 
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There was positive feedback regarding the grass cutting in the Parish. There was also, however, one 

section of grass consistently being missed. 

 

Action: Cllr Jacovides to inform Clerk of location of missed grass cutting. 

 

Action: Clerk to pass this onto contractor, in addition to a reminder that the Summer Fete would be 

taking place on Saturday 23rd August  

 

062 25/26​ To review and agree next steps on Parish Plan 

This item was inadvertently duplicated – see minute 057 25/26 
 

063 25/26​ To review status of grit bins 

Cllr Jacovides had surveyed the existing 4no. grit bins in the Parish. One, located at 

https://w3w.co/informer.rules.piled (bottom of Locombe Hill) was identified as badly damaged and 

needing replacement. 

 

Action: Clerk to contact Gloucester County Council to request a replacement grit bin. 

 

064 25/26​ To review location of dog bin on Back Lane 

It was RESOLVED that the strength of concern currently expressed about this in the Parish was such 

that no action would be taken at this time.  

 

065 25/26​ To review outcomes of ROSPA playground inspection report 

Advice had been sought from MacVenture regarding the outstanding minor defects highlighted in 

the ROPSA playground inspection report. They advised that these were not defects but just the way 

the items been designed to the original specification. It was RESOLVED that no further action was 

needed. 

 

Cllr McLellan advised that the patch of membrane that had been repaired when the playground 

wood chippings were replaced had failed. 

 

Action: Clerk to request that MacVenture rectify this. 
 

066 25/26​ To review playing field ownership with respect to work of Open Spaces Society 

Due to time constraints this was deferred to the next meeting. 
 

067 25/26​ To consider request by VH for payment for PC use for meetings 

It was RESOLVED to offer to pay £100 per year to cover the Parish Council’s use of the Village Hall.  

 

Action: Cllr Jeans to speak to the Chair of the Village Hall about this.  

 

068 25/26​ To agree source of funding for new goal posts 

Following an unsuccessful funding application for new goal posts for the playing field, it was 

RESOLVED to pay for the new goal posts from the Parish Council’s reserves, but to select a slightly 

cheaper option. 

 

Action: Cllr McLellan to confirm the latest quote with supplier and forward to Clerk. 

 

Action: Clerk to then order goalposts.  

 

069 25/26​ To discuss ECT offer of garage rental 

It was RESOLVED that the PC do not currently have a need for this. 
 

070 25/26​ To consider and agree risk assessment for playing field/playground use 
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The risk assessments still needed finalising. 
 

Action: Cllr Jeans to discuss with Cllr Fenton 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

9th September  

11th November  

13
th
 January 

3
rd
 March 

14
th
 April – Annual Parish Meeting 

12
th
 May – Annual Parish Council Meeting 

 

There being no further matters the meeting closed at 9:05pm. 
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Eastleach Parish Council 

Cashbook & Reconciliation as at 8th July 2025

Date Description Payee Amount 

(£)

(inc VAT)  

VAT (£)

11/04/2025 Clerk salary March C Morgan 504.25

11/04/2025 PAYE (Clerk) March HMRC 126.00

11/04/2025 Clerk expenses March C Morgan 39.50

15/04/2025 Service charge fee Lloyds 4.25

25/04/2025 Website services Bulldog 109.00

19/05/2025 Grounds Maintenance Mar & Apr Tactical Facilities Management 994.00 165.66

19/05/2025 SLCC CiLCA Qualification Registration 50% C Morgan 225.00

19/05/2025 Annual playground inspection ROSPA 96.00 16.00

19/05/2025 SLCC Membership C Morgan 118.00

19/05/2025 Internal audit GAPTC 210.00

19/05/2025 Anitvirus Pro Mar 2024-Mar 2025 M Lawrence 119.00

19/05/2025 Service charge fee Lloyds 4.25

19/05/2025 Insurance Clear Councils 483.25

22/05/2025 Website services Bulldog 109.00

17/06/2025 Service charge fee Lloyds 4.25

20/06/2025 Clerk salary Apr C Morgan 294.73

20/06/2025 Clerk expenses Apr C Morgan 15.10

20/06/2025 PAYE (Clerk) Apr HMRC 73.60

20/06/2025 Clerk salary May C Morgan 445.38

20/06/2025 Clerk expenses May C Morgan 39.50

20/06/2025 PAYE (Clerk) May HMRC 111.20

20/06/2025 Payroll Feb-Mar 2025 AMM Bookkeeping & Accountancy 46.22 7.70

20/06/2025 Wood Chippings for playground MacVenture 8292.00 1382.00

20/06/2025

Grounds Maintenance - Collection cut of the village 

recreation ground - 16.05.25 Tactical Facilities Management 354.00 59.00

20/06/2025 Grounds Maintenance May Tactical Facilities Management 497.00 82.83

20/06/2025 PAYE (Clerk) underpayment from Aug 2024 HMRC 25.59

20/06/2025 Defibrillator paids x 2 sets First Rescue Training 140.40

23/06/2025 Website services Bulldog 109.00

07/07/2025 Grounds Maintenance June Tactical Facilities Management 497.00 82.83

07/07/2025 Clerk salary June C Morgan 314.30

07/07/2025 PAYE (Clerk) June HMRC 78.60

07/07/2025 Clerk expenses June C Morgan 26.00

Total 14505.37 1796.02

Receipts

Date Description Source Amount 

(£)4/1/2025 Balance carried forward 20952.15

4/17/2025 Precept first payment CDC 12897.00

4/9/2025 Interest Lloyds - Bazley A/C 7.27

5/9/2025 Interest Lloyds - Bazley A/C 6.06

5/1/2025 Grass cutting contribution Ernest Cook Trust 2500.00

6/9/2025 Interest Lloyds - Bazley A/C 5.90

6/13/2025 Grant for wood chippings for playground GPFA 1100.00

37468.38

Reconciliation as at 8th July 2025

Receipts 37468.38

Payments 14505.37

Balance 22963.01

Treasurers A/C 19,912.50

Bazley A/C 3,050.51

Total 22963.01

Total



Eastleach Parish Council

Operating Budget @ 8th July 2025

Income 2025-2026

Precept 17,196.00

Contribution ECT 2,500.00

GPFA Grant 1,100.00

Total 20,796.00

Description

Residual (Original Budget 

- Expenditure to Date)

Forecast to 

31/3/26 as at 

8/7/25

Actual as at 

8/7/25 Budget

Mowing

Mowing 3,658.00 6,000.00 2,342.00 6000.00

Digital Support

Website support & mailboxes 973.00 1,300.00 327.00 1300.00

Admin

Clerks Salary 3,241.34 4,800.00 1,558.66 4800.00

Tax 785.01 1,200.00 414.99 1200.00

Expenses 133.90 150.00 16.10 150.00

WFH allowance 208.00 312.00 104.00 312.00

Training 275.00 500.00 225.00 500.00

Annual Insurance -83.25 483.25 483.25 400.00

Internal Audit Fee 140.00 210.00 210.00 350.00

PAYE support 203.78 46.22 46.22 250.00

Stationery 100.00 100.00 0.00 100.00

Services

GAPTC 90.00 90.00 0.00 90.00

SLCC -33.00 118.00 118.00 85.00

ICO Data Protection 40.00 40.00 0.00 40.00

GPFA (annual until 2028-29) 0.00 50.00 0.00 0.00

Lloyds Service Charge -12.75 51.00 12.75 0.00

Total 9,719.03 15,450.47 5,857.97 16,377.00

2025-26
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