
EASTLEACH PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting 

Held at 7:00 pm on 8th March 2022 at Eastleach Village Hall 
 
Present:​ Stephen Wells (minutes) 

Rachel Mehtar​
Didi Ivey 
 

Absent:​ None 
 
Members of Public:  none 
 
 

1.​ To elect the Chairman of the Council  
Cllr Ivey was proposed by Cllr Wells and this was seconded by Cllr Mehtar. 

2.​ To receive Acceptance of Office of the Chairman  
The Acceptance of Office was signed by Cllr Ivey. 

3.​ To receive or accept apologies for absence 
None 

4.​ To approve and sign the minutes of the Council Meeting held 14th December 2021 

The minutes of the last meeting were not yet available. This was carried forward to the next meeting. 

The minutes from 14th December 2021 and 26th January 2022 were approved. 

 

5.​ To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda 

There were none. 

 

6.​ To note the resignation of Cllr Mehtar 

Cllr Mehtar had tendered her resignation (by email) with effect from the end of this meeting. This was 

noted and accepted with regret. Cllr Mehtar has taken on additional work commitments and isn’t able 

to continue as a councillor. She will help with leaflet drop and attend the litter pick and volunteered to 

continue the monthly checks on the defibrillator. These efforts and the offer to continue to the checks 

were very much appreciated. Cllr Wells noted that EPC would need to take guidance from GAPTC or 

CDC on next steps as the council will no longer be quorate with just the two remaining members and 

no further business can be conducted until this is resolved. 

 

7.​ Opportunity for the public to speak  

No members of the public were present. 

 

8.​ To receive reports from District and County Councillors 

No District or County Councillors were able to attend. 

 

9.​ To receive an update on the telephone box 
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The sale of the telephone box had been agreed – a price of £1000 had been obtained (purchaser to 

remove and transport at their own cost) – this was in keeping with the agreed price to be achieved. A 

date for the removal of the box is to be agreed with the purchaser – there will be a short delay before 

this date is confirmed and the telephone box removed (the purchaser’s premises are currently 

flooded). 

 

10.​ To discuss the Clerk handover and vacancy 

The need to replace the last Clerk was discussed, it was agreed that a follow up would be made to the 

Clerk at Southrop who had expressed some interest in the role and to check with Quenington and 

Hatherop Parish Councils if there was any interest from their Clerks. There had been an expression of 

interest from a villager in the role which was very welcome but though very willing they lacked any 

experience. It was noted that ideally EPC would find an experienced Clerk (at least in the short term) 

given the current situation with the council. 

 

It was noted that the old Clerk laptop and some EPC papers were still with the previous Clerk but one 

(Ann T.) as they had not been passed to Gina P. when she took on the role. Cllr Wells agreed to make 

enquiries to see if these can be recovered/returned. 

 

Gina P. continues to provide some Clerk support and advice. Two outstanding invoices for £228 were 

approved for payment – to Shilton Accounting. Gina P will arrange for payment on confirmation of their 

approval at this meeting. 

 

11.​ To discuss the Village Playground inspection 

Cllr Mehtar noted she had a copy of the playground inspection checklist. This check should be carried 

out by EPC on a regular monthly basis. The annual RoSPA inspection is now due in April (email from 

Gina Pearce). It costs an additional £35 to attend the inspection which Cllr Ivey was keen to do to 

understand the requirements and checklist/inspections better. It was agreed that she would try to 

attend the inspection. 

 

12.​ To discuss the forthcoming Litter Pick on 19 March 2022 

Cllr Ivey had arranged for 10 set of litter pick equipment (pickup sticks and fluorescent vests) to be 

available from Fairford – they will need to be returned. The Victoria is happy for us to use the car park 

as previously but will not be open. Cllr Wells agreed to provide some maps to keep track of the routes 

of the litter pickers on the day. Rubbish collected will be left in the bus shelter for collection by the 

council as usual. Event will start at 1000. 

 

13.​ To discuss the appointment of a grass cutter for the village 
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A number of options for a new grass cutting contract were discussed and some potential contractors 

identified. It was agreed that a map of the village highlighting the areas for cutting would be very useful 

and assist with any tender. It was not clear if the work would have to be tendered – advice would be 

required on this – ideally from an experienced Clerk.  

 

Without a Clerk, and with only two members and therefore not quorate, EPC will not able to issue a 

new grass cutting contract. Resolution of this will have to follow guidance as per item #6 above. 

 

14.​ To discuss the request to approach the council regarding drain clearing in Fyfield.​
Cllr Ivey agreed to follow this issue up and contact Highways to find a contact to resolve this. Believed 

this clearance work is normally done annually. 

 

15.​ To discuss the Cotswold Plan​
It was agreed to carry this forward to the next meeting. 

 
16.​ To comment on planning applications received 

There were no planning issues to discuss. 

 

17.​ To receive requests for items for the next agenda 

There were none. 

 

18.​ To agree the date for the next ordinary council meeting 

Next meeting: 25th May 2022 at 1900. 

 

The meeting closed at 1945. 

 

 

Chairman…………………………………………… 

 

Date…………………………………….2022 
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